SUMMARY Enteral feeding solutions can be contaminated by bacterial micro-organisms already present in the ingredients, or introduced during preparation or transport, or in the hospital ward. During jejunostomy feeding without pump or filter, ascending bacterial invasion of the feeding bag is possible. In patients with lowered immune response contaminated feedings can cause serious septic clinical problems. The progressive loss of the nutritional value of the enteral feeding solution by bacterial contamination has to be considered for all patients.
One of the best known and clinically important complications of parenteral nutrition is catheter related sepsis. This is usually caused by exogenous bacterial contamination of the feeding system. ' As a consequence, we have learnt of the importance of using strictly aseptic techniques during preparation and administration of parenteral nutrition solutions.
Most enteral feeding solutions also represent an ideal growth medium for bacterial micro-organisms. Various 18 With some types of jejunostomy feeding, however, ascending contamination of the reservoir has been suggested. 9 Bacteria from the normal faecal flora can travel through the broad lumen catheter, especially as some of them (E Coli, Enterobacter cloacae, Proteus, Serratia) are mobile. Without the use of an infusion pump or an antibacterial filter, invasion of the feeding bag thus becomes possible.
Until recently very little attention was paid to the loss of the nutritional value of the feeding secondary to bacterial contamination. In the above mentioned case19 glucose concentrations were compared in contaminated and control entral diets. After 12 hours glucose concentration dropped to 87% of the start value, to 21% after 24 hours, and to 1% after 36 hours, while remaining at 100% in the control solution. Most probably, this phenomenon applies to other essential nutrients and deserves further investigation. 
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